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THE SYN:  History

HISTORY

The Syn have just completed a very successful tour of North America in support of their new, highly acclaimed album entitled "Syndestructible."  Tour line up: Steve Nardelli (The Syn), Chris Squire (Yes and The Syn), Alan White (Yes), Gerard Johnson (The Syn), Shane Theriot (Neville Brothers)

Twenty years before "Owner of a Lonely Heart" became the No. 1 hit for progressive-rock giants Yes, there was THE SYN.  In 1965, in the days of the groovy British modster beat scene, 17-year-old Chris Squire (Yes bassist) and Stephen Nardelli (SYN songwriter/vocalist) met at a local battle of the bands, competing against each other.  From that experience, they forged a friendship that has endured for 40 years.  The musical partnership that was born that day is now fueling a true renaissance in the Progressive Modernist Movement.

THE SYN's original personnel were Chris Squire (bass), Stephen Nardelli (vocals), John Painter (guitar), 

Martyn Adelman (drums) and Andrew Pryce Jackman (keyboards).  Andrew Jackman, a classically trained musician of tremendous talent and leadership, strongly influenced THE SYN, directing them toward more complex arrangements and the use of orchestral coloration. His artistic sensibilities led to the development of that unique musical style which was later called "progressive rock."

THE SYN's freakbeat-genre songs "Grounded" and "14 Hour Technicolor Dream" were the unforgettable trippy love-generation companions of "Flowerman" and "Created by Clive."  By 1966, THE SYN held a permanent booking at the infamous Marquee Club in London.  THE SYN's support slots at the Marquee read like a "who's who" of the day -- The Who, Pink Floyd, Cream, Jimi Hendrix, etc. Everyone who was anyone in the British music scene eventually performed at the Marquee Club.  

Phil Collins, a solo artist in his own right and drummer for Genesis, reminisced about seeing THE SYN at the Marquee Club:  "There were many a great band in the mid- to late-'60s to play the Marquee Club in Wardour Street.  THE SYN seemed to be always on, supporting someone or headlining on their own night.  They were a very musical band, great musicianship and arrangements.  They also concentrated on harmonies, which must have been quite tricky.  I remember them as being a great live band."


By 1968, THE SYN members began to drift apart, each pursuing a new avenue of interest.  In those days, if a rock band remained popular for two or three years, that was considered a respectable run.  They all remained good friends, but began to move in different directions. 

Stephen Nardelli was interested in the fashion industry of the swinging '60s and became very successful in that business, later expanding into the sports industry and textiles. He never stopped writing music, and has continued creating remarkable material throughout his adult life.  Andrew Jackman was more interested in following the muse of his classical training and writing orchestral arrangements. Martyn Adelman left the band to pursue a romantic interest, and eventually moved into photography, which was his true artistic calling and field of expertise. Chris Squire, together with THE SYN's second guitarist, Peter Banks, formed a very short-lived band called Mabel Greer's Toy Shop.  A few months later, Chris met vocalist Jon Anderson, and Yes was born, which led to an unprecedented 37-year performing career for the band, one which continues to this day. 

Yes showed unmistakable influences from THE SYN, and from that influence later sprang many other bands:  Asia, Flash, Badger, GTR, ABWH, and so forth.  Those early progressive developments have affected the stylings of many other musicians, even to the present day, including Steve Morse, The Dixie Dregs, The Flaming Lips, Tangerine Dream, The Flower Kings, Porcupine Tree, etc.

Now, 40 years later, THE SYN have reunited and discovered that their friendships and interpersonal chemistry are as strong and positive as they ever were. Sadly, in 2003, Andrew Pryce Jackman passed away unexpectedly. Stephen Nardelli and Martyn Adelman coordinated together to produce a SYN retrospective to honor the memory of Jackman and to celebrate the great contribution that he made to progressive music in the '60s and '70s.  Those efforts rekindled their association with Yes bassist Chris Squire.

In 2004, Syn Music Ltd. released an internet-exclusive 2-CD edition of the highly acclaimed archival recording, Original Syn, which features 12 historic tracks from the 1960s, and the brilliant 2004 recording of the never-before-released SYN epic, "Illusion." The British music press has been calling it "the archive release of the year!"  The package also includes a full-sized historic booklet of rare photographs and memorabilia, and an amusing hour-long interview with Chris Squire and Stephen Nardelli (recorded in September 2004), remembering The Syn Era.  The retail version of Original Syn, which is titled Original Syn 1964-2004, will feature two additional tracks recorded in 2004, "Grounded 2004" and an extended version of the Yes song, "Time and a Word."  The retail version is scheduled for international release in May 2005.

The reunion of Chris Squire and Stephen Nardelli has resulted in phenomenal new musical creations, and numerous important business developments.  In late 2004, Chris Squire became a full partner in Syn Music Ltd., and is a participant and shareholder in other related ventures.  In 2005 Nardelli and Squire formed a new company, headquartered in London, called Umbrello Entertainment Group PLC.  Umbrello Records, a subsidiary company, will release all of the new SYN recordings, and has signed several other significant artists as well.  

Additionally, Umbrello Entertainment Group recently purchased THAT-TV, a satellite television music network, which will launch in its new incarnation later this year.  THAT-TV, an MTV-style music channel, will be launched initially in Scotland to capitalize on that country's flourishing independent music scene.  THAT-TV stands for "The Home of Alternative Television," and is the brainchild of Colin Usher, the Edinburgh-based director and music promoter.  

Usher, in tandem with Nardelli and Squire, believe that there is a need for a more eclectic entertainment channel that caters to everyone, and they intend to open up the market and give independent bands more exposure. THAT-TV is due to be launched on Sky Satellite in August, and will broadcast exclusive performances by established acts, feature independent bands from around the UK and Europe, and showcase short films by up-and-coming directors. 


Who could have guessed 40 years ago that two teenaged boys, competing against each other in a battle of the bands, would ultimately join together in a serendipitous reunion to create such a significant and influential force in the entertainment industry?  

THE SYN are reformed and revitalized! Chris Squire (bass) and Stephen Nardelli (vocals) have been joined by classically trained keyboardist Gerard Johnson, who follows very much in the footsteps of the amazing Andrew Pryce Jackman.  Paul Stacey (guitar) and his twin brother Jeremy Stacey (drums) complete THE SYN line-up.  Paul and Jeremy -- (both formerly of Oasis, The Lemon Trees, and The Flynn Brothers) -- have enormous credentials and impressive recording, engineering, producing, and performance accolades to their credit.  The talent and chemistry they bring to THE SYN have contributed significantly to its new progressive modernism.

THE SYN are currently completing a new CD at Strangeways Studios in London (Syndestructible), which is scheduled for international release in July 2005.  Syndestructible celebrates, explores, and builds upon the fantastic reunion of Squire and Nardelli. All of the tracks have been co-written by the two men, and the epic "Cathedral of Love" is already considered a masterpiece by all who have heard it.


THE SYN now describe themselves as “Prog Modernists” and are wasting no time taking the concept of progressive music into the 21st Century. The results are already creating a lot of excitement, not only in the music business but also in the art world, where critics are saying, "THE SYN are leading the renaissance in progressive music."
 
